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In honor of Hollywood’s biggest night, the Oscars, we’d like to pass out our own awards: The Golden Mickey. We’re in love with seven attractions where Disney Imaginers have given us an opportunity to feel what it is like to step inside the movie. These attractions have immersive storytelling and make you believe you are apart of the movie. Here are our top 7 Disney World attractions that take you inside a Disney movie. And the Golden Mickey goes to…

 

7 – Indiana Jones Stunt Show Spectacular
What kid (or adult for that matter) hasn’t dreamed of fighting alongside Indiana Jones? Well, our first attraction makes it possible, because not only will you learn about movie magic, stunt doubles and stunt actors, you can be selected to be a volunteer on stage! The show begins with Indy making a grand entrance in pursuit of a golden idol, which will look very familiar to Raiders of the Lost Ark fans. During this thirty-minute show, you’ll see demonstrations of basic fight routines: how to safely throw and take punches, fall from tall buildings, and even how Indy can wield a whip during complex action sequences. Don’t miss this chance to be apart of the widely popular Indiana Jones movies!

6 – The Many Adventures of Winnie the Pooh
The is the first of four attractions on this list found in the Magic Kingdom Park. Winnie the Pooh is a favorite of many generations and you’ll love stepping into the pages of A.A. Milne’s classic that inspired the 1977 Disney Movie of the same name. You’ll make your way through colorful storybook illustrations and get swept away with Piglet, bounce up and down with Tigger, enter a dream world of Heffalumps and Woozles, endure a downpour and finally celebrate a party for Pooh as you leave the Hundred Acre Wood.

 

5 – The Seas with Nemo and Friends
Similar to our #2 attraction, The Seas with Nemo and Friends brings you into the “Big Blue World,” by boarding a “clamobile” and descending below the waves. You’re immersed into Nemo’s world with colored coral reefs and swaying sea anemones. You’ll recognize scenes and favorite fishes from Disney Pixar’s classic Finding Nemo. Friends such as Bruce the shark, sea turtle Crush and his little dude Squirt, and of course, Dory, all join in on the fun.





4 – Star Tours: The Adventure Continues
Unless you’ve been living under a rock, you may have heard of a little movie series called Star Wars. Star Wars is arguably one of, if not, the biggest movie franchise in history. With seven blockbuster movies, two on the way, spin-off movies, TV shows, and merchandise, this little engine that could shows no signs of slowing down in popularity. Wanting to bring the magic of the galaxy to Disney World, on December 15, 1989 the original Star Tours blasted off to Endor to the pleasure of Star Wars fans. In 2011, the power of the Force and Disney magic came together again to create the new Star Tours-The Adventure Continues. This newer edition features 3D technology, unique branching storylines and includes the expanded universe including the original trilogy of films and the prequels. Recently, the new Star Wars: The Force Awakenswas also added to the story. Until Star Wars Land is built, this is the best way to experience a galaxy far, far away!

3 – Peter Pan’s Flight
This Disney classic attraction is loved by audiences of all ages! You’ll sail high into the moonlit sky with Peter Pan aboard a galleon. With the help of some pixie dust you’re on your way to a high-flying adventure where you’ll visit many of the wonderful settings and scenes made famous by Disney’s Peter Pan like Big Ben, Tower Bridge, and then of course, Never Land. After a duel with Captain Hook, you’re on your way back to London. Because of the slow loading times, this attraction often has very long wait times. We recommend visiting this attraction very early in the morning or using a FastPass+ selection.

2 – Under the Sea-Voyage of the Little Mermaid
A recent addition that came with the expanded Fantasyland in 2012, is your chance to experience what it’s like to live under the sea with the Little Mermaid. This eight-minute attraction begins with a stroll through Eric’s castle through an underground cavern at low tide. You’ll take a ride aboard a clamshell (that are strangely familiar to #5’s shells) and then journey into the sea. You’ll hear classic songs and relive moments and visit magical places from Disney’s The Little Mermaid. Like our #1 pick, this attraction does an amazing job of putting you into the movie, where you are part of the action and can’t help get caught up in the music and action.




1 – Splash Mountain
Based on the 1946 Disney Classic Song of the South, Splash Mountain tells the tale of crafty Br’er Rabbit. Though younger generations may not have seen the inspiration due to its limited availability, everyone will love this 10-minute attraction that immerses you in Br’er Rabbit’s journey to thwart Br’er Fox and Br’er Bear’s attempt to capture Br’er Rabbit for dinner. Over 100 talking, singing, storytelling Audio-Animatronics make this attraction the best immersion into the movie experience. Three Disney classic Disney songs, “Zip-a-Dee-Doo-Dah,” “Ev’rbody’s Got a Laughing Place,” and “How Do You Do?” delight audiences as they travel through many locations: Critter Cave, the Fishing Place, the Old Swimming Hole, Br’er Fox’s Lair and Br’er Rabbits home in the briar patch. Guests love ending this amazing attraction with a drop from a 5-story high waterfall! Be warned: you will get wet!




Honorable Mention: Pirates of the Caribbean
So what about a Disney attraction that inspired a movie? This reverse inspiration deserves an honorable Golden Mickey. Disney movie makers struck gold when they took the themes of Pirates of the Caribbean and transformed the ride into a smashing movie blockbuster series. It didn’t hurt that Johnny Depp, who earned his first Oscar nomination for his portrayal of Captain Jack Sparrow, was absolutely brilliant along with Orlando Bloom and Kierra Knightly. While some may argue that the 4th movie was a miss, we’re hopeful that the 5th movie, due to be released May 2017, will return to what made us fall in love with these movies. The movie’s success has been transferred back into the ride, with Jack, oh sorry, Captain Jack Sparrow, Captain Barbossa, and Davy Jones all making an appearance in the attraction today. So don’t’ miss this swashbuckling ride through the Caribbean, savvy?
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Cindy N. I’ve been a crazy fan of all things Disney since I was a very young girl. I was lucky to marry a guy who loved Disney just as much, or more than I did. After years of dreaming and waiting, my first trip to Walt Disney World was in 2004 and I fell even more in love with Disney. We made multiple trips, year after year. Another dream came true in 2010 when our family moved to Orlando and Disney World became our backyard playground. We love visiting often and learning more tips to share. I am a mom, teacher and endurance athlete and especially enjoy RunDisney events. I am also an amateur photographer and have thoroughly enjoyed taking thousands of pictures at Disney World!

